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Even Our

By SAUL PETT

AN

an ego to maich, most people find it difficult to
"keep a secret. :

This, in the opinion of a man whose’ life is de-

voted to keeping and breaking secrets, is especially
true of Americans. The Russians and English are
better at keeging their mouths shut. -Americans, by
. nature, are extroverted, ebulllent, ambitious.

“These are fine qualities for the insurance busi-
ness but not intelligence work,” Allen Welsh Dulles,
" director of the Central Intelligence Agency, told a
friend récently. .

“For most of uy, the urge to show we know

more than the next fellow can be a terrible tempta-
tion. Keeping secrets is difficult and you. have to
be trained for it. Even 1 have an itch now and
then to tell more than X shnuld ”

The itch, in Dullqg g:ase, never gets irresistible.
It was totally nonexrstent one night in September,
1959, at an elaborate White House dinner for a for-
eign visitor. Coming through the receiving line, Dul-
es was introduced by President Eisenhower to a fat
man named Nikita Kh{ushchev

“Oh, I know of you,” Khrushchev grinned. “1
read your reports.” i ~

Later, over after-dinner c1gars, Dulles was led
back to Khrushchev by 'Vice President Nixon.

“You know Mr, Dulles, don’t you?” Nixon said.

" “Qh, yes, I read your reports,” said the Rus-
sian dictater.

“] Hope you get them legally,” said the Amer-.

Ican intelligence chief.
“Oh, yes,” said Khrushchev in a renewed burst
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Gets the ItChtOTalk

of coexistence comedy, “We get these reports from

the same sources and the same agents. It's a pity :

that we don't get together and pay these ' agents
ohly once and save money.”
““Well, this would be a kind of shalmg the wealth

program,” Dulles said, and the conversation ended.
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Has to Check Himself

ENDING THAT dialogue was easy. But there '
are other times, with people far more inngcuous .

than Khrushchev, when Dulles must consmously ap-
ply the brakes. This is especially true after a long
day at the office followed by an evening with friends
in inhocent conversation about the state of the world.

In such situations, Dulles finds himself frequent- :

lyi pausing before speaking and asking himself:
“Now, let's see about this thing I'm about to

V say. Where did it ¢gme, from? Did I read it in an

AP dispatch or a secret cable"”

As head of the most secr et agency of govern-
ment, Allen Dulles bears the awesome job of keep-
ing the President and National Secarity Council
regularly informed on developments behind the
Iron Curtain, in Laos, Cuba, the Congo and other
trouble spots.

Much of the,American po';ition adopted in for-
eign affairs and: miflitary matters is based on the
almost daily reports and appraisals President Ken-
nedy finds on his desk from CIA. The agency is
both a prime source and a-clearing house. It cor-
relates information from its own sources and from
intelligence brariches of the State and Defense De-

partments to forfti a total intelligence picture for .

the guidance of the President.
A large percen‘iage of that picture is based on
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analysis of overt rnaterial — foreign technical jour-
hals, official and semiofficial Statements, press sto-
ries, books, maps, radio broadcasts, routine reports

of American officials abroad. More than 200,000

pigces of “open literature” flow into the CIA docy-
ment center a month. :
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—Assoclated Press Wirephoto

A small part of the total picture comes from
clandestine sources, from agents, from defectors,
from the perennia) mercenary of espionage who is
in the business only to sell information. The num-
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t’s H_ighly. Dangerous

- WHILE modern mtelhgencp is not,
matic bloodbath pictured. in fiction -
rumming a slaughter house,” Dulles ha
is still a highly dangerous Busmess.

Agents do disappear, Agpnls do ga
out even their families kn,qwing what t
ing to get killed.

ie melodra-

i Ied with-
were do-

But Dulles, who bears the ult;ma%e’responsl-
bility, appears to  wear his burdens lightly or un-
der a self-disciplined air of hea,rtmess, He is a man
with many concerns, among them fhe_ safety of a
given agent whose life may be in peril at the mo-
ment. ﬁ[g_“w He does what can Je done, But
then, ! going home at night, he trips to declare
& cut-off point to his fears.

"k‘

as pn<51b1e ? .

1f that last sentence sounds (
main that way. In conversation,
low himself to be drawn too ¢
theme.

giles does not al-
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Has No Gun or Guard

'ONE MAY SAFELY assu@%th&t Dulles carries
in his head a fat bag of gecrets ranging from the
identity and location  of ;ecret agents to a total
classified picture of our national security. Yet he
does not carry a guh, ordinarily has no guard un-
less carrying classified documem;s and travels wide-
ly abroad though the trips “are never advertised.”

After a long career in intel]igence — he work-
ed abroad in the two world wars and has headed
CIA since 1953—Dulles has never been shot at or
been the farget of a kidnap plot, to his knowledgp

He is_ alfernately amused- by the crudities of
Russian propaganda and respectful of the high pro-
fessional caliber of Russian espionage and security.

For example, he easily dismisses the Commu-
nist charge that the projected Peace Corps is an
elaborate plot for the CIA to infxltmte agents
abroad.

“Nothing s more foolish,” he has said. “than

- the notion that we are interested {n just anybody

traveling - abroad. We use professmnals, and they
have to have a specific target.”

- He has a high respect for the Rusqxan profes-
lionals. for the Soviet talent for Jferreting out other
people’s secrets and keeping their gwn.

~“Russian security is a far harder nut to crack
than the Germans’ was. Their ,c,r;muols are much
tighter. People don’t come in and out, of Russia even
the way they did in Nazi Germany: during the war.

“The Russian system, of course, is better gear-
ed to security. Theirs is a closed society. In our

- country, for example, it is dxfhcult not to adver-
tise our missile locations while the Russians have
~wast areas they can close off,

“We still reveal tno much, unhkc the Ruwam
Go through our technical journals and you'll find
ten times as much of value to an intelhgence man
as we find in the Russian magazine
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DESPITE his 1pn ears in the busmess, Dul-
les still has a fresh’ enthusiasm for his joh. Part
of it appeals to what he admits is his appetite for
conspiracy—a taste every good intelligence man
needs. Apart from tennis and bridge, Dulles spends
much of his off-duty time reading mysteries and spy
fiction which, he says, 1s not entirely unrealistic ex-
cept for its emhasis on gore. ] C g

“There are real dangers, of course. Byt there is
a mortality rate and, though our men gte screened
_very carefully, we do have a percentagP of break-
downs due to cumulative strain.

“The tension in this business is hig er than in
most others,

“This is a dangerous profession. But In some

ways the interest and excitement can help heep

- you young. You're not likely to die of sedentary

diseases. Boredom, I think, kills more people “than
guns do, outside of wars.”

“One of the interestmg aspects 'is judging indi-
viduals, picking people, especially when a man cemes
in with a story. It's one thing to see him in person.
But sometimes I have to judge a man just on the
basis of a cable without seeing him. o

“Paid intelligence always.is questionable. You
get the most from people who are motivated for
other reasons than money. Sometimes their rntives
are not always good. ..

“Some defectors have come over to us. because
of & woman or other personal difficulties. But most
defectors are highly motivated. They're willing to
work against the dictator of their country at the
risk of their lives.” ,

Most Applwants Re](’cted

IN DULLES’ experience, the qualifjcations of a
secret agent (as opposed to a defector) must include
high motivation, a conviction that his work is valua-

ble, a taste for conspiracy and analytical work, angd

a capacity for anonymity, selﬂesqne<s and abnega-
tion. ‘

Applicants for CIA work are screened mmuteh
About 80 per cent are ruled ouf affpr routine pre-
liminary tests. Of the remaining 20 per.cent, 11 are
eliminated because they drink too much talk too
much, have contacts with the wrong people or rela«
tives behind the Iron Curtain which would make
them subJect to foreign pressure, . .

A good agent never passes up a clumce to col~
Ject material that might be vseful if on"ly in the
remote future. A good agent never makes the same
mistake twice. It was back in 1816, during the first

world war, that Dulles learned mever to lgnore | .

potential source, however odd.

Dul]ea was then on a dlplomatlc and 1ntelhgence :

mﬁswn in Switzerland. He had a day off when a

friend app1 oached and sugge-:ted they: ought to drop ;

in on a “strange man” nearby with a ‘“strange new

theory.” Dulles declined and went out to play tennis, . .
{1len Welsh Dulles, director of |

“And that is_ wh
the Central ntelhgpncy Agency of the United States
and a preemlnent authority on worldvmde tactics and
strategy of Russian
Nikolai Lenin,
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